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Jamsetji Tata School of Disaster Studies
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3.1  ABOUT  THE  PROPOSERS
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fosters a cri�cal and reflec�ve apprecia�on of current debates in disaster management within 
the framework of social and environmental jus�ce,  state and civil society  dynamics, 
development,  conflict and displacement, and globalisa�on

Fosters perspec�ves beyond immediate “management” of a disaster event to developing a 
deeper understanding of how complex factors and development decisions create vulnerabili�es.
The intrinsic rela�onship between disasters and development shaped by growth oriented, 
neoliberal views is explored.

combining innova�ve methods and tools of GIS and remote sensing, mapping and assessing
to iden�fy the impact of complex disasters more accurately and quickly. Offers deeper inquiries
into arenas such as Early warning systems, Civil design safety, IT &amp; Communica�on Systems 
security, Environmental monitoring instrumenta�on, Search and Rescue Technology, Industrial 
safety engineering,

TISS being a leading ins�tu�on with a capacity in the social science domain follows a people-
centred approach that places emphasis on exis�ng social vulnerabili�es that get exacerbated in 
disaster situa�ons.
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3.2 PROJECT OVERVIEW

Infuse gender
consciousness in

disaster
pedagogies,

educa�on, and
research.

Develop a detailed
guideline to integrate
gender consciousness

into the disaster
management

curriculum through
ac�ve consulta�ons.

Facilitate regional and
na�onal level

workshops to highlight
the need for gender-
inclusive disaster risk

reduc�on and
resilience-building

efforts.

Enable the
dissemina�on of

prac�cal field
experiences of

women, girl children
& gender minori�es
in disaster contexts.
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Gendering Disaster Studies: 
Towards Socially Inclusive 

          and 
Intersectional Approaches
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The Principal Inves�gator, Prof. Jacquleen Joseph has extensive 
experience in the areas of curriculum development & 
strengthening pedagogical approaches in higher educa�on. 
She has been closely engaged with the development of various
curricula both within the social work field as well as the field 
of Disaster Studies. She has led numerous curriculum consulta�ons 
& curriculum review workshops and has a keen eye for cri�cal 
interroga�on in line with the Ins�tute’s commitments to social 
and environmental jus�ce. She has produced contemporary and 
ground breaking research in the areas of disaster risk, vulnerability 
and recovery, vulnerability assessment and indices, disaster 
resilience leadership, civic engagement for transboundary water 
governance, among others and constantly integrates emerging
research into the curriculum so as to bring about a contemporary 
and cu�ng-edge curriculum.

The Co-PI, Ms. Lavanya Shanbhogue Arvind holds a Master’s degree 
(Gold Medallist) and an M.Phil in Women’s Studies from the 
Advanced Centre for Women’s Studies, Tata Ins�tute of Social
Sciences. She is currently pursuing her PhD in Women’s Studies from 
the same centre and Ins�tute. As a gender research scholar, Lavanya 
has over 5 years of research experience working with a range of 
gendered and marginal iden��es. Her areas of interest are 
Gendering Disaster Studies, Gender & Development, Gendering 
Social Exclusion, Gender & Climate Change, Gender & Sustainability 
Studies, Risk Management, Mi�ga�on & Assessment. She has 7+ 
years of corporate experience in the areas of credit and market risk 
management. She is also a writer and a novelist.
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Ms. Nikita Pathak worked as the Research Officer in this project. 
She assisted with organising consulta�ons and enabled report 
wri�ng and research documenta�on. She has a Master’s Degree 
in Women’s Studies from the Advanced Centre for Women’s Studies 
(ACWS), Tata Ins�tute of Social Sciences. She was the Literary 
Secretary of the TISS Student Union and the Literary and Sports 
Representa�ve of ACWS. She has research interests in Gender & 
Development & Gender Inclusion in Higher Educa�onal Ins�tu�ons.

Ms. Pritha Choudhary worked as the Documenta�on Officer in this
project. She assisted with the crea�ve documenta�on and 
genera�ng key crea�ve visuals for the project. She has a Master’s 
Degree in Disaster Management from the Jamsetji Tata School of 
Disaster Studies (JTSDS), Tata Ins�tute of Social Sciences. She was 
involved in JTSDS’ disaster response ini�a�ves and volunteered in 
TISS’s Kerala flood response in October 2018 at the request of the
state government. Her research interests are in Disaster Policy 
and Ac�on and allied fields.
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  NATIONAL  DISASTER  MANAGEMENT  FRAMEWORK 
   AND  DISASTER  EDUCATION4
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The Jamsetji Tata School of Disaster Studies, located within TISS may be considered a pioneer
in the field of Disaster Educa�on. The School demonstrates synergies across natural sciences,
social sciences and humani�es with a focus on building people-centred and par�cipatory
approaches towards disaster risk reduc�on and disaster response. It has carried out systema�c
work in areas of disaster governance, poverty and exclusion, food security, conflict, human
security, public health, psychosocial care, GIS and logis�cs in rela�on to disasters
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GAPS & NEEDS: 
FINDINGS FROM CONSULTATIVE & 

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
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TABLE 1
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ESTABLISHING A CLEAR PHILOSOPHICAL PARADIGM

6.1  Grounding Curriculum in Feminist Thought: A Feminist Standpoint Approach to
        Knowledge Crea�on
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7 
VISION: TOWARDS INCLUSIVE AND 

TRANSFORMATIVE DISASTER
EDUCATION

to emerge as transdisciplinary en�ty engaged in gender-transforma�ve disaster educa�on
offering educa�onal programmes grounded in the values of excellence, gender, social and
environmental jus�ce and equity

7.1 Gender-Transforma�ve Educa�onal Agendas
Gender tranforma�vity is a methodological tool that

Recognizes that the burden to “a�ain equality” should not rest on women and those
in inequal social power equa�ons

instead, interven�onists work with the en�re community and ac�vely involve men in
understanding the ways in which discrimina�on and oppression leave some groups
behind

Works with the understanding that structural barriers perpetuate gender norms and
norms cannot be eliminated without the erasure of underlying systemic barriers.

In Disaster Contexts, gender transforma�vity may look like
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When infusing gender consciousness in disaster pedagogies, the following maybe treated as
expected learner outcomes

8 EXPECTED LEARNER OUTCOMES
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8.1  Learner Outcomes Using Bloom’s Taxonomy
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8.2  Five Pillars: Teacher’s Commitment to Gender Pedagogies

As learnings from our various research and consulta�ve ac�vi�es, we iden�fy five pillars that
are aimed at teachers to enhance classroom experience with renewed commitment to and to
strengthen pedagogical approaches that are gender transforma�ve

Acknowledging Classroom Diversity
in Social Science Ins�tu�ons of Higher Educa�on

Mainstreaming Gender Literacy
(being familiar gender studies as an Academic discipline, its concepts and its transforma�ve
agendas)

Teacher Sensitisation
(Regular teacher trainings on new and contemporary research in the field of gender studies)

Expected Classroom Dynamics
Developing differen�ated Models of Delivery to engage students, promo�ng cri�cal and 
empathe�c thinking

Learner Involvement
High Learner Involvement involving cri�cal debate and challenging accepted gender norms
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT: 
METHODOLOGIES & PROCESSES
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10 Sample Modules
5 Sample modules have been created as prototypes to provide guidance and assist HEIs
teaching Disaster Management, Climate Change & Sustainability Studies in integra�ng gender,
social inclusion and perspec�ves on intersec�onality into their curriculum.

10.1 A Brief Note on Pedagogies of Interest: Overcoming Barriers to Learnings

These modules are

36



Module 1:  
Intersectional Perspectives on Gender and 
Social Inclusion in Disaster Settings

Course Title  :  Gender, Social Inclusion & Perspec�ves on Intersec�onality in Disaster Se�ngs

Total Credits :  30 Hours (2 credits)

• To develop a conceptual understanding of gender perspec�ves, concepts and theories

• To develop cri�cal perspec�ves on social inclusion, intersec�onality & gender jus�ce

• To develop cri�cal facul�es for crea�ng epistemological associa�ons between gender

inequali�es, disaster risk, and vulnerability
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Module 2:  
Infusing Feminist Methodological Consciousness in 
Research Methodology Courses

Course Title : Infusing Feminist Methodological Consciousness in Research Methodology

Total Credits : 30 Hours (2 credits)

Note: This course is suggested as an add-on course that is taught alongside courses on
research methodologies for Disaster Studies
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Module 3: 
Gendering Technical Education: Rethinking Science 
from the Vantage Point of Social Inclusion
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Module 4:   Gendering Disaster Management: 
                    Concepts, Theories & Frameworks
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Module 5: Rethinking Social 
Inclusion in CBRN Events: 
Challenges, Deliberations &
Contestations
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10.2  Evaluation Indicators and 
Criterion for Grading
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12 Adivasi, Dalit Feminist, 
and Decolonial 
Perspectives: Findings 
from our Consultations
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12.1 Overview

12.2 Introducing Decoloniality,
Indigeneity, and Dalit Feminist 
Perspectives: Rationale
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12.3 Activity Structure
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13 National Consultation Workshop
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74



14.1  Research Methodology 
        Courses
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